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Abstract; Brackish water distributes widely in arid area of Northwest China and the NaCl and trace element contents in brackish
water are higher than those in fresh water. Cotton (Gossypium hirsutum L. ) is likely to be affected by simultaneous NaCl and
manganese toxicity stress when irrigated with brackish water. The crop yields including cotton (Gossypium hirsutum L.) are
usually reduced by poor quality of irrigation water or the low contents of nutrient elements in soil. Many experiments indicate
that some salinities in irrigation water or soil will affect the cotton growth and yield, and the predominant salt damage to cotton
plant is from sodium (Na™ ). Meanwhile proper nutrient supply for cotton plant, especially trace elements for cotton, is impor-
tant. Cotton diseases and abnormal growth are caused by lack or excess of trace elements. However, it remains beyond our full
understanding as to the combined effect of salinity and trace elements on cotton growth and its uptake of nutrient elements.
Thus we selected the trace element zinc which is sensitive to cotton growth. and conducted a pot experiment including 24 differ-
ent treatments in irrigation with 6 NaCl levels (0 mmol/L, 5 mmol/L, 15 mmol/L, 25 mmol/L, 35 mmol/L and 45 mmol/L)

and 4 Zn levels (0.192 0 pmol/L, 0. 767 6 pmol/L, 3. 068 0 pmol/L and 12. 272 0 pmol/L) in three replicates randomly in a
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greenhouse at Wuhan Botanical Garden, Chinese Academy of Sciences. During the experiment, cotton growth of different treat-
ments was measured every ten days after germination and cotton plants were harvested 197 days after sowing. The cotton bolls
were harvested and air dried and weighted the wool without seeds to calculate the lint yields. Cotton samples of roots, stems,
leaves and fruits were brushed to remove the sand and dusts, rinsed with deionized water; oven dried at 70 ‘C for two days and
weighed dry weight. The dry matters of cotton for each treatment were triturated and sampled 0. 5 g for acid digestion.
Twenty-seven elements were measured in triplicate by ICP-OES (ICAP6300, Thermo Scientific, England). Nine of the 27
elements i. e. K, Ca, Mg, Na, B, Cu, Fe, Mn and Zn (cotton nutrient elements) are chosen for analysis in this paper. The
results show that salinity promoted cotton root, steam growth and cotton lint yields when electrical conductivities (EC) of irri-
gation water fell in the range of 2. 90 to 3. 95 dS/m in the zinc deficiency environment. While in the zinc-rich environment,
salinity inhibited cotton lint yields when EC was greater than 5. 04 dS/m. Cotton plant vegetative growth become faster when
Zn concentration of irrigation water in the range of 0. 192 to 3. 068 umol/L, while when Zn concentration was greater than
0. 767 pmol/L would cause cotton plant lint yields decline. Analysis of variance among cotton growth, root and stem dry weight
parameters revealed significant influence by salinity effect but not by Zn. Cotton lint yield parameters revealed that the effect of
Zn was more obvious than salinity. Interactive effect on cotton growth and yield between NaCl and Zn in the irrigation water
was not observed but antagonistic effect was observed. Contents of nutrient elements Ca, K, Mg, B and Fe, in cotton leaves
were higher than those in other organizations. Nutrient elements Cu and Zn in cotton bolls were higher than other organiza-
tions. Nutrient elements Na and Mn were not so movable that they are easily accumulated in roots. Zn concentration levels in
irrigation water under salinity stress affected the nutrient elements uptake of cotton. caused different contents of nutrient
elements in cotton, and then influenced cotton growth and yields.

Key words: cotton; NaCl-stress; zinc; antagonistic effect; nutrient element; absorption; trace element; environment.,
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7n 3. 068 )umol/L i 7n Table 1 P values for the two-way analyses of variance con-
7n duct to determine the interactive effects of NaCl
b b Y
and Zn on the cotton growth and yields
Zn 0. 192 ~
0.767 ymol/L  ,Zn s ; ) © ® ®
0.767 pmol/L Zn NaCl 0.015 0.001 0.010 0. 965
2.2 NaCl 7n P Zn 0.972 0.315 0.529 0.772
NaCl+Zn 1. 000 0.137 0.998 0. 848
NaCl Zn 2
’ Table 2 The relative growth, dry weigh and lint yields of
SPSS19. 0 cotton in different treatments
NaCl Zn N Na Zn %)
(mmol/L)  (pmol/L) (cm)
. 0 0.192 90.73 75.87 91. 39 88.71
(Yermiyahu et al., 2008), a= 5 0.192 96.04  66.54  90.89  96.35
15 0.192 87.92  85.37  94.04  100.00
0.05, 1. 1 P 25 0.192 83.71  66.36 82.01 74. 89
35 0.192 86. 85 44, 24 79. 89 73.63
. N 45 0.192 81.75 47.71 72.46 88. 38
0 0.767 96. 74 89. 21 96. 63 95.18
P 5 0.767 95. 07 64.72 87.61 67.49
15 0.767 85.08 74.04 83.55 77.47
1 . ( N 25 0.767 76.23 62.71 75.62 80. 42
. 35 0.767 88.45 69.29 82.56  88.38
) NaCl (P<C0.05), 45 0.767 82.89  74.41 76.90  77.33
. 0 3.068  100.00 86.65  98.17 71.76
Zn (P>>0.05). 5 3.068 96.61  69.65 94.25  82.53
. 15 3.068 89.19 57.59 83. 80 88. 06
Zn NaCl . 25 3.068 83.97 52.10 85.08  85.57
. 35 3.068 86. 87 59.23 80. 62 81. 26
P NaCl  Zn 45 3.068 78.09  49.18  76.08  72.46
0 12.272 95. 85 54.48 100.00 67.54
(P>0.05). 5 12.272 98.04 47.71 92.96  85.01
~ 15 12.272 83. 14 53.75 89. 40 75.27
NaCl  Zn 25 12.272  88.01 51.19 83.85  96.35
35 12.272 85.99 100.00 93. 38 84.59
s 45 12.272 82.45  63.99  81.62 69. 32
1.4
(Levy et al., 1986). o
1.2F
b b
boi
NaCl Zn =
= 0.8F e
, SF ( synergy factor; = o B Qxﬁ'
° TR o
Levy etal., 1986)  .SF 06f SLEiE
. * B fi e ]
op _ RGO.., D ’ 0°
RGE, ,’ 0.4 . , : .
< ~ 0 25 50 75 100
1 RGO, ., NaCl x.7Zn
(D s H1 % {E(%)
y H
. 3
RGE, , NaCl x.Zn . ‘ ‘
’ SF Fig.3 Synergy factor (SF) as a function of relative cotton
growth and yields
NaCl Zn SF—1,
SF
° . | | . RG
NaCl ~ Zn RGE,,=RG, +RG, ~RG, 7= 2)

RGE, ,



1892 — 40

3 NaCl Zn NN

Table 3 Nutrient elements content in cotton roots, stems, leaves and bolls of different NaCl and Zn levels treatments

Na(mmol/L) Zn(pumol/L) - (mg g~ DW) - (pe-&g [ DW)
Ca K Mg Na B Cu Fe Mn Zn
5 0.192 3.2 13.2 2.0 6.3 14. 8 5.0 262.5 119. 2 9.3
25 0.192 2.7 12.4 2.0 9.6 11.5 3.8 137.2 89. 6 9.3
45 0.192 2.2 11.4 1.6 9.7 9.9 3.2 83.2 70. 1 6.5
5 3.068 3.0 14.3 2.1 6.1 11.2 3.6 192.0 7.8 12.1
25 3.068 2.6 13.0 1.8 10.4 10.7 3.0 147.9 7.2 10.0
45 3.068 2.8 11.8 2.0 11.4 10. 6 3.4 154.9 7.7 15.4
) 12.272 2.4 13.4 1.6 4.8 11.0 3.0 115.7 62.6 5.9
25 12.272 2.8 13.6 1.8 11.7 11.7 3.1 132.5 93.4 5.9
45 12,272 2.2 10.1 1.6 14. 6 10. 8 3.1 88. 8 60. 9 4.8
5 0.192 5.2 14.2 2.5 5.2 10.7 2.5 26.7 6.9 11.5
25 0.192 4.6 12.5 2.5 9.9 8.1 2.9 13.8 7.6 17.3
45 0.192 4.7 11.5 2.1 12.0 8.5 3.8 7.1 7.7 16.0
5 3.068 6.1 18.8 3.0 5.2 11.5 2.8 49.3 6.9 11.0
25 3.068 5.8 14.8 2.4 13.4 12.4 2.7 46.5 7.8 11.2
45 3.068 5.1 13.1 2.2 14.1 11.7 3.3 42.7 7.6 16.7
5 12.272 4.7 13.8 2.4 4.4 6.8 2.2 11.9 5.9 11.6
25 12.272 4.4 11.8 2.1 12.4 7.3 3.6 32.5 6.4 11.5
45 12.272 4.5 10.3 2.1 16. 8 8.9 3.3 15.9 6.2 18.6
5 0.192 30. 8 31.2 6.2 5.1 88.9 6.9 229.7 56.0 20.9
25 0.192 32.4 26.5 6.3 9.5 87.7 5.5 381.8 67.5 24.6
45 0.192 30.2 29.2 6.5 9.0 91.5 5.9 274.9 65.7 24.1
5 3.068 34. 4 28.9 6.4 6.5 96. 4 3.7 235.5 59.0  22.2
25 3.068 34.2 22.5 6.7 10. 3 100. 5 4.4 385.4 73.4 26. 6
45 3.068 27.1 22.9 6.5 10.7 94. 3 4.3 300. 3 66. 8 26.3
) 12.272 32.4 27.2 6.5 4.6 89.7 5.6 301.5 59.9 31.5
25 12.272 35.2 22.3 6.6 10. 6 90. 8 5.5 307.0 65. 4 23.4
45 12.272 32.7 20.9 7.2 10. 2 97.1 5.2 343.6 60. 2 32.3
5 0.192 2.6 11.4 1.7 0.3 12.6  121.1 63.8 13.4  31.1
25 0.192 3.1 15.5 1.9 0.6 16.0  90.9 57.7 12.7  30.5
45 0.192 3.0 18.1 2.2 1.1 15.0 82.2 56.5 14.7 39.3
5 3.068 3.1 9.8 1.6 0.3 11.6 552.9 174.0 16. 8 69. 8
25 3.068 2.2 11.6 1.5 0.5 10.0  210.5 57.2 13.5  40.7
45 3.068 2.1 10.3 1.3 0.7 10.3  330.3 68.7 13.7  46.4
5 12.272 3.6 17.2 2.2 4 17.3  118.4 66. 8 58.8 29.7
25 12.272 2.9 19.5 2.0 1.0 17.2  162.0 64.7 14.7 40. 4
45 12.272 2.4 17. 4 1.8 0.9 15.2 161.2 54.6 14.1 38.4
DW
(2)  RG,
s NaCl x,./n , (@D (2)
i RG, , .
NaCl ,Zn . ,
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